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you are to regulate and settle the same in any equitable manner, between the
complainant and the Master Attendant.
Twenty third, it has been intimated to us that our sloops may be repaired
at Ballasore under the inspection of the Resident twenty or twenty five per
cent cheaper than at Calcutta, and without loss of time be again in the road
on service, whereas by their return to Calcutta six or eight days are lost and a
frequent deficiency of sloops in the road is the consequence. Whether this is
a practicable and proper measure we cannot say. Therefore the Master
Attendant must make a strict enquiry into it and report his opinion thereon
to the Board, and if you find it a useful measure you may carry it into execu-
tion as far and in such manner as you shall think proper.
151.    As a supplement to these our general regulations we offer the fol-
lowing as matters of great importance to your consideration:
152.    Our servants at Bombay farm out the tobacco at thirty one thousand
rupees per annum, though hardly a blade of tobacco grows upon that island.
The arrack is farmed at thirty thousand rupees, when .great part of the toddy
is imported, and their  coconut trees at  twenty four thousand rupees.   At
Madrass the beetle is farmed for eight thousand pagodas per annum.   Now,
as you are in possession of considerable tracts by the cession of thirty eight
villages, surely some great and profitable revenues may be raised, there will be
a large field for exercising your abilities, since the consumers of those articles
at Calcutta by a very moderate computation treble the inhabitants at either
Presidency.   It should seem that methods similar to those practised at Bombay
might be adopted.
First, the farm is put up to sale in Council and given to the highest bidder.
Second, the rent is proportioned into twelve equal parts and paid monthly.
Third, all tobacco, arrack etc., brought into the town but by'the. farmer
is forfeited, one half to the informer, the other moiety to the farmer.
Fourth, the Custom Masters and all officers at the entrance to the towa
seize for the farmer.
Fifth, the farmer is aided by the Collector of Rents and Revenues in all
instances where he is injured. The payments are made to him, and it's his
province in particular to support and protect the farmer or call upon him if
he does amiss.
Sixth, the farmer erects as many shops as he pleases with the Collector's
licence, and provided they are in such place as you judge proper. No person
whatever is suffered to vend tobacco etc.
Seventh, they are to pay customs in common with others.
Eighth, the articles are interchanged, signed by the farmers and on the
part of the Company by the Secretary.
153.    If these regulations are admitted, those pitiful farms of tobacco shops,
bang shops etc., now existing will of course be abolished, and if the inhabi-
tants plant tobacco, coconuts, beetle or should they now be planted they must
be deeply taxed, or rather as at Bombay a certain proportion of their produce
is thrown to the farmer, and previously known, raises the value of the farm,
for if this tnethod is not strictly enforced it will not only enobafrass you biit
greatly depreciate your forms.   However we nxust farther remark tiat this